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This year, the all-volunteer Shrewsbury High
School Alumni Association awarded close to
$5,000 in grants to 22 student groups at SHS. Since
1995, the alumni association has awarded more
than 100 grants, totaling close to $30,000 and ben-
efiting more than 15,000 students at SHS. 

How is money raised? Student grants have been
made possible through the ongoing sale of unique
items such as fun fur scarves, cat's meow col-
lectibles of historic Shrewsbury, Shrewsbury sweat-
shirts for children, long sleeve shirts and golf shirts
for adults, donated yearbooks, and gift member-
ships.

Last month’s ‘The Main Event’ evening of enter-
tainment, program book sponsors and a drawing
for Andrea Bocelli and Neil Diamond concert tickets
highlighted the $3,000 fundraiser.

For more information about the SHS Alumni As-
sociation, visit www.shrewsburyalumni.org. To
purchase items to support the SHS Student Grants
Program, call Mary Rose Casey at 508-755-3922. 

Volunteers
needed for 2006

Because the Spirit of Shrewsbury Fall Festival has
grown, we have found a great need for volunteers,
both before and during the festival. Without the help
of the community, some of the events will be can-
celled.  Please contact the chairperson for details
and discuss the ways in which you can offer your
time.
Banners

Chairperson:  Art Dobson, 508-842-7091,  ADob-
son681@aol.com
Craft Fair

Chairpersons:  Laura & Jane Teczar, 508-842-
6223,  laura_teczar@msn.com

We are growing...We need your help!
Without the help of the community, some of the

events will be cancelled.
Contact Maria Smith, 508-842-4436, MMSRE-

AL@aol.com 
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SUE FALZOI
PUBLICITY CHAIR

Since Isabel Broer’s freshman year,
there has been an election – whether
local, state, or national – every year.
As this is not an election year for Mas-
sachusetts, she would like to see
more students become aware that
politics doesn’t just come into play
certain years. Isabel believes that pol-
itics are a factor in every decision that
our representatives in government
make for us. Without an election, the

Political Action Group (PAG) has the
freedom to cover a wide range of top-
ics, and she hopes that through dis-
cussions, students can all become
more informed about these topics.

“The responsibility to involve our
youth falls to several places. Person-
ally, my parents got me hooked on fol-
lowing current events, and from
there, I became more interested in
government and politics. I would
hope that other parents would serve
as role models to their children –
models of informed, aware and vot-
ing citizens. 

“Our school can also serve as a
forum for discussion and debate, both
in class and out, and from these con-
versations comes a variety of per-
spectives. But ultimately, government
leaders at every level have a responsi-
bility to connect with youth. 

“They need to care about the issues

we care about, they need to listen to
our ideas, they need to teach us about
government. Once an understanding
and enthusiasm for the governmental
process has been established, youth
participation will inherently follow,”
she said.

If sixteen and seventeen year olds
become eligible poll workers, she felt
that PAG members would be the first
to jump at the opportunity. While she
believes that significant numbers
may not flock to the polls, she feels
there will be those that want to learn
more about the voting process. Per-
mission to miss school and work will
certainly help the cause.  She  cau-
tions that the poll worker training
process may be a deterrent, given
how busy students are.

“An atmosphere of awareness and
diversity is fostered at Shrewsbury
High School, and as a result, the stu-
dent body is active in our community
and in politics. While I can’t compare
SHS to other schools, classes such as
“By The People”, assemblies with
government leaders, and clubs like
PAG and Young Democrats, all of
which are an integral part of our
school, produce knowledgeable stu-
dents.

“Extra-curricular activities en-
hance SHS in many facets, but politi-
cal organizations have been success-
ful in increasing knowledge among
students. Most notably, assemblies
and debates hosted by PAG have
brought a number of local and state
leaders face to face with students,”
she said.

Isabel believes that a  politician
standing a few feet away on the stage
is much easier for all students to re-
late to and learn from than a politi-
cian whose name appears in the
headlines or whose face flashes on
the nightly news.

When asked if she saw herself as a
candidate for public office Isabel said
she would prefer to be the person
right behind the politician  - the Paul
Belsito of Senator Augustus’s office,
the Andy Card of the White House. 

“I am intrigued more by political
strategy and logistics than by hand-
shaking and fundraisers. My dream
job isn’t to be the President; I dream
of being the President’s Press Secre-
tary.”

Voting makes difference
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Senior Isabel Broer

JASON  PALITSCH

HIGH SCHOOL JUNIOR

The former Shrewsbury High
School was rededicated as the Oak
Middle School on Saturday, Septem-
ber 24, 2005.  This dedication was a
part of the “Oak Street Expo” portion
of the town’s annual Spirit of Shrews-
bury celebration.

Oak Middle School initially opened
its doors in a partial occupancy condi-
tion the previous fall.  The shared ex-
perience of gradually moving to full
occupancy by the end of the previous
school year provided rich commen-
tary from those who spoke at the cer-
emony:  Henry Fitzgerald, chair of the
Building Committee, Deborah
Peeples, chairperson of the School
Committee, Philip Hammond, repre-
senting the Board of Selectmen,
Michael Brand, past PTO President,
State Senator Edward Augustus, Jr.,
State Representative Karyn Polito and
Spirit of Shrewsbury’s Grand Mar-
shall, Ron Sanguinet.  

All of these individuals articulately
provided personal perspectives from
their first hand experience in the con-
struction of the Oak Middle School.
The constituencies they represented
all played an essential roll in the cre-
ation of a school that will serve the
community well for years to come.
The school’s enrollment capacity will
meet the town’s needs at least through
2012 with current elementary school
enrollments bringing nearly 1100 stu-
dents through it’s doors.

The students from the Oak Middle

School’s Eighth grade Band and Se-
lect Chorus concluded the program
with their renditions of  “America the
Beautiful” and “I Have a Dream”.  In
so doing, their performances at their
school’s dedication punctuated the
Spirit of Shrewsbury’s theme “Cele-
brating Shrewsbury’s Youth Leaders
of Tomorrow” and reminded all pre-
sent that the community’s young
people are its most precious re-
source.

We would like to express our appre-
ciation to the many individuals who
were in attendance in the school’s au-
ditorium for the ceremony and those
who participated in the student guid-
ed tours of their newest school that
immediately followed.  

At the same time, we are indebted to
the Spirit of Shrewsbury Organizing
Committee who graciously allowed
this dedication to be a part of its annu-
al celebration.

Oak Middle School dedication
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Front: Sen. Ed Augustus, Principal Steve Lobban, Michael Brand, Katie
Crockett, Ellen Kelly and Superintendent Dr. Anthony Bent. Second row,
Ron Sanguinet, Sandra McManus, State Rep. Karyn Polito, School
Committee member Deborah Peeples, and Selectman Philip Hammond.
Third row, Building Committee Chair Henry Fitzgerald, School
Committee members Kristina Palomba and Alden Harris, and Selectman
John Lebeaux.

DR. STEPHAN LOBBAN
OAK MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Shrewsbury Historical Society presents “Ship-
wrecks and Shrewsbury?”

Speakers: Curator Linda Davis & Jim Arnold
Wednesday, January 25

7 PM
1830 Brick Schoolhouse on the Town Common

There are a surprising number of shipwrecks
connected to Shrewsbury. Which wrecks? What
connections? Blackbeard perhaps? Come and lis-
ten to maritime historians Linda Davis and Jim
Arnold talk about five shipwrecks and the Shrews-
bury connections to them.

For more information, contact Jim Arnold at ji-
mandmarcia@townisp.com.

Shipwrecks and
Shrewsbury

“An atmosphere of awareness and diversity is fostered at Shrewsbury High School, and as
a result, the student body is active in our community and in politics.”

Isabel Broer, senior


